The powder in (hot, being dilated into fuch a flame ns en- 
durcth not comprcffon 4 movcth likewife in round, the flame 
being in the nature of a liquid body, fometimes recoiling. 

Bacon's Natural Hijlory. 
Tears are the cffefts of the comprcffon of the moifture of 
the brain, upon dilatation of the fpirits. Bacon's Nat. Hiji. 

He that fhall find out an hypothefis, by which water may 
be fo rare, and yet not be capable ot comprcffon by force, 
may doubtlcfs, by the fame hypothefis, make gold and water, 
and all other bodies, as much rarer as he pleafes ; fo that light 
__ may find a ready paflage through transparent fubftances. Newt. 
Compre'ssure. n f. [from compt efs.] 7 he aft or force of the 
body prefling againft anotlier. 

We tried whether heat would, notwiih (landing fo forcible 
a compreffure , dilate it. Boyle's Spring of the Air. 

To Compri'nt. v. n. [i comprimre , Latin. J 

The word properly lignifics to print together; but it is 
commonly taken, in law, for the deceitful printing of another’s 
copy or book, to the prejudice of the rightful proprietor. 

Phillips's IVorld of Words. 
To Comprise, v. a. [comprendre compris, French] To con- 
tain ; to comprehend ; to include. 

The neceflity of fhortnefs caufeth men to cut off imperti- 
nent difeourfes, and to comprife much matter in few words. 

Hooker , b. v. fei 7 . 3?. 
Do they not, under doftrine, comprehend the fame that we 
intend by matters of faith ? Do not they, under difeipline, 
comprife the regimen of the church ? Hooker , b. iii. / 3. 

Tis the polluted love that multiplies; 

But friendfhip does two fouls in one comprife. Rofcommon. 
Comprob a'tion. n.f [comprobo, Latin.] Proof; atteftation. 
That is only eftcemed a legal teftimony which receives corn- 
probation from the mouths of at lead two witnefles. Brown. 
CO'MPROMISE. n.f. [ compromiffum , Latin.] 

1 . CompromiJ'e is a mutual promife of two or more parties at dif- 

ference, to refer the ending of their controvcrfies to the arbi- 
trement or equity of one or more arbitrators. Cowel. 

2. A compaft or bargain, in which fome conceflions are made 
on each fide. 

Wars have not wafied it ; for wait’d he hath not ; 

But bafely yielded, upon compromife , 

That which his anceftors atchiev’d with blows. Sk. Rich. IT. 
To Co'mpromise. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1, To compound ; to adjuft a compact by mutual conceflions ; 
as, they compromised the affair at a middle rate. 

2. In Shakefpeare it means, unufually, to accord; to agree. 

Laban and himfelf were compromis'd , 

That all the yearlings, which were ft reak’d and pied. 

Should fall as Jacob's hire. Shakcfp. Merchant of Venice. 
Com promisso'rial. adj. [from compromife .] Relating to a 
compromife. 

Comprovincial, n.f. [from con and provincial.'] Belonging 
to the fame province. 

At the confecration of an archbifliop, all his comprovincials 
ought to give their attendance. Ayliffe's Parergon. 

COMPT. n.f. [compte, Fr. computus, Lat.] Account; com- 
putation ; reckoning. 

Your fervants ever 

Have theirs, themfelves, and what is theirs, in compt. 

To make their audit at your highnefs’ pleafure. 

Still to return your own. ShakeJp. King John. 

To Compt. v. a. [ compte r, French.] To compute; to num- 
ber. We now ufc To Count, which fee. 

Co'mpti rle. adj. [from compt.] Accountable; refponfiblc ; 
ready to give account ; fubjeft ; fubmiflivc. 

Good beauties, let me fuftain my fcorn ; I am very comptible 
even to the lead finiftcr ufiage. Shaiefp. 

To COMPTRO'LL. v.a. “[This word is written by fome 
authors, who did not attend to the etymology, for contrail ; 
and fome of its derivatives are written in the fame manner.] 
To control! ; to over-rule ; to oppofe. 

Comptroller, n.f. [from comp-troll . J Direftor; fuperviforj 
fuperior intendent ; governour. 

This night ho makes a fupper, and a great one. 

To many lords and ladies: 

1 was fpoke too, with Sir Henry Guilford, 

This night to be comptrollers. Sbakef. Henry V III. 

The comptrollers of vulgar opinions pretend to find out fuch 
a Similitude in lome kind of baboons. Temple. 

My fates permit me not from hence to fly ; 

Nor he, the great comptroller of the fky. Dryden s JEneis. 
Comptrollers!! i p. n.f. [from comptroller.] Superinten- 
dence. 

The gayle for ftannery-caufes is annexed to the comptrollcr- 
jj/ t p Carew's Survey of Carnival. 

ComPu'lsatively. adv. [from compuljatory.] With force; 

by conftraint. , Clanjja. 

Compu'lsatory. n.f. [from compufr , Latin.] Having the 
force of compelling ; coaftivC. 

Which is no other 

But tp recover from us by ftrong hand. 


And terms compulfatory , thofc ’forefaid lands 

So by his father loll. Shaker err,’, t: j i 

Compulsion, n.f. [compufio, Latin.] 7 ' ham!A ’ 

1 . I he aft of compelling to fomctl.ing ; force ; violence of the 

agents. lc 

If rcafons were as plenty as blackberries, I would give no 
man a reafon on cmpulfson. Shakefpeare s Henry IV. p. K 

1 h oughts, whither have ye led me ! with that fweet 
Compu/fon thus tranfported. ' Milton's Paradife Loll, b. ix. 

Such fweet compulsion doth in mufick lye. 

To lull the daughters of neceflity. Milton 

2 . 7 he (late of being compelled; violence fuffered. 

Compu/fon is in an agent capable of volition, when the 
beginning or continuation of any action is contrary to the 
preference of his mind. 

When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear, 

W ith what compu/fon and laborious flight 
W c funk thus low ? Milton's Paradife Lof , b. ii 1. g 0 . 
This faculty is free from compt. If on, and lo fpontnneous, 
and free from determination by the particular object. Hale. 

Poflibly there were others who afliiled Harold,' partly out of 
fear and compu/fon. Hale on Common Law. 

Compu'lsive. adj. [ from compufer, Fr. compuljus, Latin.] 
Having the power to compel ; forcible. 

7 he Danube, vaft and deep. 

Supreme of rivers, to the frightful brink. 

Urg’d by compulfve arms, foon as they reach'd, 

New terror chill’d their veins. Phillips. 

The clergy would be glad to recover their dues by a more 
fliort and compulfve method. Swift. 

CompuLsively. adv. [from compulfve.] By force; by vio- 
lence. 

Compu'lsiveness. n.f. [from compulfve ] Force; compulfion. 

Compu'lsorily. adv. [from computjory.] In a compulfory cr 
forcible manner ; by force ; by violence. 

To fay that the better deferver hath fuch right to govern, 
as he may compulfrily bring under the lefs worthy, is idle. Bac. 

CompuLsoRY. adj. [compujiire , French.] Having the power 
of neceflitating or compelling. 

He erreth in this, to think that actions, proceeding from 
fear, are properly compulfory actions ; which, in truth, are not 
only voluntary, but free aftions ; neither compelled, nor fo 
much as phyfically needfitated. Brand), aga'mf lb bos. 

Kindly it would be taken to comply with a patent, al- 
though not compulfory. Swift. 

COMPU NCTION, n.f. [ componflion , Fr. from pungo pur, Hum, 
to prick, Latin.] 

1. The power of pricking; ftimulation; irritation. 

This is that acid and piercing fpirit, which, with fuch ac- 
tivity and comp unci ion, invadeth die brains and noftrils of thofe 
that receive it. Brown’ s Vulgar Errours, b vi. c, 11. 

2. The date of being pricked by the confcience ; repentance ; 
contrition. 

He acknowledged his difloyalty to the king, wi h expreflions 
of great compuntlion. Clarendon. 

Compu'nctious. adj. [from compunction.] Repentant; forrow- 
ful ; tender. 

Stop up tli’ accefs and paflage to remorfe, 

That no compunctious vifitings of nature 

Shake my fell purpofe. Shakefpeare' s Macbeth. 

Compu'nctive. adj. [from compunction.] Cauiing remorfe. 

Compurg a'tion. n.f. [ ci mpurgaii 0, Latin.] I he practice of 

juftifying any man’s veracity by the teftimony of another. 

Compurg a'tor. n.f. [Latin. J One who bears his tefti- 
mony to the credibility of another. 

The next quarry, or chalk-pit, will give abundant attefta- 
tion : thefe are fo obvious, that I need not be far to leok for a 
compurgator. TVoodward s Pslatural Hifoiy. 

Compu'table. adj. [from compute.] Capable of being num- 
bered or computed. 

If, inftead of twenty-four letters, there were twenty-four 
millions, as thofe twenty-four millions arc a finite number 
fo would all combinations thereof be finite, though not cafilv 
computable by arithmctick. Hale’s Origin cf AfcnkimL 

Computation, n f. [from compute.] 

1. The act of reckoning; calculation. 

My princely lather 

Then, by juft computation of the time. 

Found that the ifl’ue was not his. Shake/. Ruvara 111. 

2. The fum collected or fettled by calculation. 

We pafs for women of fifty: many additional years are 
thrown into female computations of this nature. Addij. Guar tan. 

To COMPU'TE. v. a. [compute, Latin.] To reckon; to cal- 
culate ; to number ; to count. 

Compute bow much water would be requifite to lay ■ • 
earth under water. Burnet s Theory of the -art »■ 

Where they did compute by weeks, yet (till the year was 
meafured by months. Holder on 

Alas ! not dazzled with their noon-tide ray, 

Compute the morn and e\ ’ning to the day ; 

The whole amount of that enormous fame, ^ 

A tale that blend- their glory with their lliame. l Tf 

Compute. 


CON 

Compu'te. n.f. [computus, Lat.] Computation; ealculatiort. 

Compu'ter. n.J. [from compute.] Reckoner; accountant; 
calculator. 

The kalendars of thefe computers, and the accounts of thefe 
days, are different. Brown s Vulgar Errours, b. vi. c. 4. 

1 have known fome fuch ill computers, as to imagine the 
many millions in flocks fo much real wealth. Swift. 

Co'mputist. n.f. [ computijle , Fr. ] Calculator; one (killed 
in the art of numbers or computation. 

The treafurer was a wife man, and a fttift computif. IVotton. 
We conceive we have a year in three hundred and fixty-five 
days exact : computif s tell us, that we efcape fix hours. Broum. 

Co'Mradf. n f. [camerade, Fr. from camera, a chamber, one 
that lodges in the fame chamber, contubernio fruitur.] 

1. One who dwells in the fame houfe or chamber. 

Rather I abjure all roofs, and chufe 
To be a comrade with the wolf and owl. Shakefp. K. Lear. 

2 . A companion ; a partner in any labour or danger. 

He permitted them 

7 o put out both thine eyes, and fetter’d fend thee 
Into the common prifon, there to grind 
Among the (laves and afles, thy comrades , 

As good for nothing clfe. Milton’s Agonifes, 7.1159. 

A footman, being newly married, defired his comrade to tell 
him freely what the town faid of it. Swift. 

Con. A Latin infi-parable prepofition, which, at the beginning 
of words, fignifies union or affociation ; as concourfc , a running 
together ; to convene, to come together. 

Con. [abbreviated from contra , againft, Lat.] A cant word for 
one who is on the negative fide of a queftion ; as the pros and 


C O N 


cons. 


l je 1 J . 

To CON. v. a. [connan, Sax. to know ; as in Chaucer , Old 
wymen conntn mochil t hinge ; that is, Old women have much 
knowledge.] 

1. To know. 

Of mufes, Hobbipol, I co/iiie no (kill 
Enough to me to paint out my unreft. Spenfr’s Raf orals. 

2 . To ftudy ; to commit to memory ; to fix in the mind. It is 
a word now little in ufe, except in ludicrous language. 

7 ou are full of pretty anfwers : have you not been ac- 
quainted with goldfmiths wives, arid conn’d them out of rings. 

1 Shakefpeare' s As you t'O.e it. 
Here are your parts ; and I am to intreat you to con them 
by to-morrow night. Shabrf. Midfummer Night’s Dream. 

Our underftanding cannot in this body arrive fo clearly to 
the knowledge of God, and things invifible, as by orderly 
conning over the vifible afid inferior creatures. Milton. 

Shew it him written ; and, having the other alfo written in 
the paper, fhew him that, after he has conn'd the firft, and re- 
quire it of him. Holder's Elements of Speech. 

I he books of which I’m chiefly fond, 

Art fuch as you have whilom conn’d. Prior. 

All this whilejohn had conn'd over filch a catalogue of hard 
words, as were enough to conjure up the devil. ° Arbuthnat. 

3. To Con thanks ; an old expreflion for to thank. It is the 
fame with f avoir gr'e. 

~ for,t ’ in the nature hc delivers it. Shak. 

To CONUAMERAI'E v.a. [concamero, Lat.] To arch 
over; to vault; to lay colicave over. 

. ° f the u PP er an inch and a half Confiftcth of one 
concamerated bone, bended downwards, and toothed as the 

r ° thcr * , Grew' s Mufeum. 

ONCAMERA TI °N. n.f [from concamerated] Arch; vault. 

W hat a romance is the ftory of thofe impoflible concamera- 

ToCOMrAa^MA r m^ ti0nS ° f f ?J id orbs ? GlanvUU's Scepf. 
Y“ ONCA7ENA 1 E. v.a. [from catena, Lat. a chain.] 

1 o link together ; to unite in a fucceflive order. 
Concatenation n.f. [from concatenate.] A fefies of links • 
an uninterrupted unvariable fucccflion. 

1 he floicks affirmed a fatal, unchangeable concatenation 
of caufes, reaching even to the elicit acl“s of man’s will. 

r, wr ... ,/ „ , rr South’s Sermons. 

concave [fr ° m The aft of m ^i„g 

CONCA VE adj. [concensus, Latin ] 

*. Hollow without angles; as, the inner furface of an cggflielL 
theinner curve of an arch : oppofed to convex. ° S ' 

■on 1 ? f g™ fragments falling hollow, inclofed under their 

2. hZw? aCCagrCat ^ ^ Burnet ' s7hear y he Earth. 

Have you not made an univerfal fhout, 
l Hat 1 yber trembled underneath his banks, 

I o hear the replication of your founds 
Hade in his concave fhores ? Shakefpeare' s Julius Cerfar 

v Jj h ' s . VCnt >' 1,1 Iovc > I ‘lo think him as coSave as a co 

Conca'v S enhss ^ } W rZ n‘ atCn ""I U h t fp - As ^ likl h - 
Conca'v! T V ; r re L Hollow nefs. Din. 

^ W Tli > * ,e L ^pb^tt^dicallbotity. ^ ^ 

fite SrSr ^ thC ° f thC(b fhe,Is that exqui- 

can ever poflibly reprTfem’ the ™ , " Cl - Cd : ‘ ,ul , caft in a mould, 
Vol. I. ' P he cancawt y of that mould with 


greater exaflnefs than thefe flints do the concavities of tlrff 
(hells, wherein they were moulded. JVoodw:. Natura. Hiforyi 
Concavo-concave. a<L. Concave or hollow on both tides. 
Concavo-convex, adj. [from concave and convex.] Concave 
One way, and convex the other. 

I procured therefore another contavo-condiix plate of glafi f 
ground on hot!) tides to the fame (phere with the former plate. 

NewtOns Op ticks. 

A concavo-convex pentangular plate, part of a (hell that be- 
longs to the entrochus. JVoodwar d on F offer. . 

Co'ncavoUS. adj. [coticavus, Latin.] Concave; hollow with- 
out angles. 

Ci/ncavously. adv . [from concavms.] With llollowncfs ; in 
fuch a manner as dii’covers the internal furface of a hollow 
fphere. 

The dolphin that carrieth Arion is concavoufy inverted, 
and hath its fpine deprefled. Br ian’s Vulgar Errours, b. v. 
To CONCE'AL v.a. [concelo, Latin.) To hide; to kecj* 
fccret; not to divulge ; to cover; not to detect. 

He oft’ finds med’eine, who his grief imparts ; 

But double griefs afflict concealing hearts. Fairy fhieen, l. i. 

Come, Catefby, thou art fworn 
As deeply to e fleet what we intend, 

As dofely to conceal what We impart. Shakefp. Richard Ilf* 
Ulyfles hirtifelf adds, he was the mod eloquent and the 
moft Client of men : he knew that a word fpoke never wrought 
fo much good as a word cm ccdlcd. Broome's Notes on the OdyjJ'cj. 

There is but one way I know of cotiverfing fafely with all 
men, that is, not bv concealing what we fay or do, but by far- 
ing or doing nothing that deferves to be concealed. Pope. 
Conce'alable. adj. [from conceal ] Capable of being con- 
cealed ; poflible to be kept fccrct, or hid. 

Returning a lye unto his Maker, and prefuming to put oft 4 
the fearcher of hearts, hc denied the omnifciency of God, 
whereunto there is nothing cor.cealable. Brown’s Vulg. Errours. 
Conce'aLedne?s. n.f. [from conceal.] The ftate of being 
concealed; privacy; obicurity. Di£i. 

Conce'aler. n.f. [from conceal.] He that conceals any thing. 
They were to undergo the penalty of forger., and the rot-* 
cealcr of the crime was equally guilty. 

CoNge'alment. n.f. [from conceal .] 

1. The aft of hiding; fecrefy. 

She never told her love; 

But let concealment, like a worm in the bud. 

Feed on her damafk cheek. Shakefpeare' s Twelfth Night . 

He is a worthy gentleman. 

Exceedingly well read, and profited 

In ftrange concealments. Shakefpeare' s Henry IV. p. 

, Though few own fuch fentiments, yet this concealment de- 
rives rather from the fear of man than of any B^ing above. 

Glanvi/le’s Scepf. Prefa.i. 

2. The ftate of being hid ; privacy ; dclitefcence. 

A perfon of great abilities is zealous for the good of man- 
kind, and as folicitous for the concealment as the performance 
of illuftrious aftions. Addifan's Freeholder , N\ 33. 

3. Hiding place; retreat; cover; (hclte'r. 

The choice of this holy name, as the moft efFeftual conceal. 
?nent of a wicked defign, fuppofis ‘mankind fatisfied that no- 
thing but what is juft is directed by the principles of it. Rogers. 
The cleft tree 

Offers its kind, concealment to a few ; 

Their food its infects, and its mofs their nefts. ThimToil 
To CONCE'DE. o. .. Latin.] To ,-idd, toatlmk) 

to grant ; to let pafs undifj.uted. 

i his mull not be conceded without limitation. Boyle 

7’he atheift, if you do but concede to him that fortune may 
be an agent, doth prefume himfelf fafe and invulnerable. 

CONCE'17’. n.J. [concept, French ; conceptus, Latin!] 

1. Uonception; thought; idea; image in the mind 

Here the very fflepherds have their fancies lifted to fo hioft 
conceits, as the learned of other nations are content both to 
boriow their names and imitate their cunning. Sidney 

impoflible it was, that ever their will (hould chanee or in- 
cline to remit any part of their duty, without fome obieft 
having force to avert their c nceit from God. Hooker h 1 
His grace looks cliearfully and fmooth this mornino-’- 
I here s fome conceit, or other, likes him well, 

U hen that lie bids good-morrow with fuch fpirit. Shakefp 

r,.l , 8 A n l the / C CVC - preCedeth a concelt of fomewhat ridi- 

9 l therefore 1 . ,t V s pr r , P cr to man - B ™n's Nat. Hi/?. 

2. Underftanding; readmefsot apprehenfion. ^ 

How often, alas ! did her eyes fay unto me, that thev loved > 
and yet, I not lookifig for fuch a matter ha.! ' 

open to underftand them. ’ haJ n ° t . con L ^ 

The firft kind of things appointed by laws hunnn? con' 
taincth whatfoever is good or evil is T ’ 

fecro. ,h,.„ ,1,;., i, can L 

“j d f p " 52” Tl 

admired. 0 1 of a nnceit in judgment, and fhall bo 

U'ifd. vtii, 1 1. 
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